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CHRETIEN POINT Hj^t 

i&out Z mi. S.  W.  of Sunset, St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, q^,   $c.irj,y 
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Physical Data 

Present owner:    Chretien heirs. 

Present occupant and use;    Unoccupied. 

Descrtetion (present condition) 

Wall construction:    Brick. 

Size and form:  47!-5%* x 62'-2"* 

Number  stories:    Two. 

Porch;     Two-story across front, brick paving at grade;  second 
floor wood. 

Exterior openings, windows:     Double-hung, upper sash fixed. 
Windows in front have round heads. 

Exterior doors:  Front - double, 4-panels, with fixed, round head, 
glass  transoms.    Bear double door has 2 panels each half. 

Cornice: Wood, dentils missing,  classic details. 

Roofing: Present corrugated iron refiaced original wood shingles. 

Chimneys: Brick. 

Interior 

Floors: First floor originally brick, rooms two and five now wood, 
room one how cement; second floor all wood. 

Doors: 8-panel, 5-panel, double 4-panel, and glazed doors. 

Trim: First floor, simple trim, mitered; second floor, trim 
elaborate with corner blocks. 

Mantels: Marble and wood of classic detail. 

Stairways:  Interior stair wood; exterior porch stair completely 
gone. 

Plasterwork: All interior walls and ceilings of rooms 7, 8 and 9 
plastered. Plaster cornice and ceiling rosettes in room 8, 
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Chretien Point 2 

Additions and alterations*    Exterior stair removed, roof re- 
placed.    Floors of rooms 1,  Z and 5 replaced. 

Outbuildings:     None remain. 

Historical Data 

Xear of erection;     1851-2  (contract signed May 17, 1831). 

Built for  (first owner):    Hypolite Chretien. 

Built by;    Samuel Xoung and Jonathan Harris. 

Original intended use:    Residence, 

Notable events and occupants: 

"The original grant was given to Hypolite Chretien in 
1776.    The plantation originally boasted four thousand acres 
of land and five hundred slaves with fifty brick outbuildings 
to house them.     The slave houses have disappeared."* 

A copy of the original contract for the erection of the 
main house is attached* 

The contract drawings are still in existence. 

* p.129  "Old Plantation Houses in Louisiana," Spratling & Scott. 
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This agreement made and entered into between Hypolite Chretien    i 
of the one part and Samuel Xoung and Jonathan Harris as Carpenter and 
Bricklayer and undertakers of building of the other part • 

All of the Parish of St. taidri and State of Louisiana - 

WITNESSETH: 

That the said Samuel Young and Jonathan Harris undertake and engage 
to build and construct for the said Hypolite Chretien a dwelling house 
near that of his present residence - the said house is to be built ac- 
cording to a plan to this agreement anext and made a part of this con- 
tract. The walls shall be of brick, the walls sunk two feet below the 
surface and raised nine inches above the ground. All the outside walls 
in foundation four bricks thick and long partitions same all cross par- 
titions two brick. All outside walls above foundation two brick - all 
partitions brick and half the house to be two stories twelve feet each 
in the clear the first floor to be brick pavement gallery same to be 
one double chimney above and below and one single one same. 

All the doors in front as well as windows except one door below 
opposite the stairs shall be circular head as represented in the plan 
of a door, five inside doors in lower story to be finished plain with 
architraves. 

All the doors in the upper story to be finished with pannel jambs 
and pilasters with grounds. All the doors to be double worked pannel 
shutters* All window frames to be double boxed and each flight of sash 
to be hung with weights and cord. All windows in the three front rooms 
of the upper story to be splayed and recessed below to the floor fin- 
ished pannel jambs with backing and pilasters. All other windows to be 
splayed jambs, and those in the back rooms in the upper story to be fin- 
ished with pilasters and all those in the lower story with plain archi- 
traves. All the windows to be enclosed with Venetian blinds morticed 
and hung with parliament buts. Two flights of stairs Ramphinee (?). 
Four handsome and well finished chimney pieces and two other plain. 
Solid water cornice all round the eaves (with lead spoutes and tin 
conductors) finished with dentals and madillian blocks. All the rooms 
and gallerys to be ceiled with plank except the largest room in the 
upper story which shall be plastered walls and ceilings three coat work 
and hard finished cornice all round. The front of the wall ,in the 
upper gallery to be plastered in the same manner except cornice. The 
walls of the large room below plastered the same, the colloms to be 
well plastered with hard finish. Two small back rooms below to be 
plastered two coat work and whitened - all other rooms except those as 
above mentioned to be plastered two coat work and hung with paper a 
suitable quality to corrispond with the finishing and stile of the room. 
All the woodwork through the whole building shall be painted with a 
taste and stile suitable to corrispond with the architect and joiners 
work of the building of the best materials the roof slate colour. 
There shall be stone cills to the outside doors all the locks and 
fastenings to the doors and windows shall be of the best and a suitable 
quatity to corrispond with the building. 
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The building shall be completely finished by the sd Young & Harris 
or their executors and delivered in fifteen months  from and after the '" 
date hereoff the sd Young & Harris are to furnish all the materials neces- 
sary to complete said Building except the following described  - to wit 
which the said Chretien shall furnish at his own proper expence all the 
wood necessary such as timber plank shingles & Lathes and all  the bricks 
and san4 necessary to complete the building and one hundred and fifty 
tierse  (?)  of lime the whole on the spot at the building. 

In consideration of the work and labor to be done in and about the 
sd house and the materials furnished hy the sd Young & Harris  the sd 
Hypolite Chretien agrees and promises to pay to the sd Young & Harris 
the sum of seven thousand dollars,   to wit in advance eight hundred dol- 
lars when, the foundation of .the building is laid two hundred dollars 
when the first story is up and joist laid eight hundred dollars when the 
building is  to the top of the square five hundred dollars when the roof 
is on five hundred dollars when the building is finished four  thousand 
and two hundred dollars or his notes for that sum bearing ten per ct. in 
until paid and further the sd Chretien for his part shall furnish a house 
for the sd Yound & Harris and their workman to live in whilst carrying 
on the building and shall furnish all the necessary laibourers to attend 
the workman in building and shall do all the necessary hauling of 
materials to the building,  that is  to say:  of bricks,  planks,   timber, 
sand and lime - - et. 
two thunder rodds would be necessary for fear of accidents the said 
loung & Harris shall furnish them and place them on the building,  with- 
out further  compensation. 

This agreed on passed and signed before Pierre Labocbe notary 
public in and for the parish of St. Landry at his office in the town of 
Opelou.sas,  in the presence of John Moore and Livard (?)  Simon,  witnesses, 
who have signed with the above mend parties on this day the seventeenth 
of May in the year eighteen hundred and thirty one. 

(all the parts of the above written by D. Vernon,   as also five 
words erased, are approved before  signing) 

Witnesses: Samuel loung 
Jonathan Harris 

John Moore t Hte. Chretien 
L. W.   (?)  Simoris 

Before me 
Laboche  (?) 
Not. Pub. 

Recorded in Book D 
pages 37,  88,  et 89 of original Acts,  passed before me,  in testimony 
whereof I  have hereunto  signed & affixed my  official seal at 
Opelousas this 17th May, 1851. 

Laboch    (?) Not. Pub. 


